
The Navigator - 1 - Volume 6, Issue 1

The Navigator
Helping to navigate the waters of change!

January 2012
Volume 6, Issue 1

 President's Message 

Happy New Year to All!

I really enjoy the whole
concept of a new year with
fresh beginnings and new
adventures ahead. My new
adventure is having the
honor to be President of
Huron River Chapter. We
had our annual business
meeting and installation of
officers on December 7,
when we thanked our
2011 officers for their
service:

Deb Feole-Botts, President;
Wilma MacKenzie, Past
President; Rose Bledsoe,
Secretary; Karen Butts,
Treasurer; and Karen
Moran, President-Elect.

Our new officers for 2012
are:

Karen Moran, President;
Deb Feole-Botts, Past
President; Ann Hubbard,
Secretary; Karen Butts,
Treasurer; and ________,
President-Elect.

Could you be the who fills in
this flagged blank? Please
give it special consideration!
I can tell you that the year I
spent as President-Elect
was a good time to learn.

What I did learn very quickly
is that every one of the 2011
officers was very supportive
and helpful to each other in
staying in compliance with
AHDI and Great Lakes
Region requirements, along
with organizing and creating
2 educational meetings with
our Symposium and Student
Day. Please contact me if
you would be willing to serve
as President-Elect for 2012.

Symposium time is here! We
will be at Weber’s Inn on
Saturday, February 18, and
it will be another interesting
and fun-filled day as we
listen to our 5 speakers –
and gain CEC credits, too!
Just as a teaser, here are
some of the speakers who
will be there:

- Medical Examiner
Investigator for Livingston
County (yep, like our own
CSI);
- Dietician speaking on
diabetes;
- Lawyer whose previous job
was medical transcriptionist.

Please see the registration
form in this newsletter and
send it in now while you’re
thinking of it. Why not make

2 copies of it and take it to
work for your coworkers and
friends to register, as well?
You don’t have to be an
AHDI member or even an
HRC member to attend. It
will be great to see everyone
there!

Lastly, have you made any
resolutions for this new year
with your career? How about
adding a goal of becoming
credentialed if you aren’t
already? Here’s a link to
answer your question, “Why
Get Certified?”

http://ahdionline.org/Certification/
WhyGetCertified/tabid/525/Default
.aspx

Let me know if you are
interested in a study group
for either the RMT or CMT
exam. Let’s make ourselves
individually and collectively
more marketable together –
and bring more value to our
chosen career.

Thanks for reading. Hope to
see you on February 18!

uron River Chapter

AHDI

Karen
Karen Moran, RMT
President
Huron River Chapter
medtrans4u@ymail.com
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Huron River Chapter/AHDI
2012 Board/Contact Information

PRESIDENT
Karen Moran, RMT
medtrans4u@ymail.com

PRESIDENT-ELECT
____________________

SECRETARY
Ann Hubbard, CMT
ahubbard@med.umich.edu

TREASURER
Karen Butts, RMT
jkbutts02@aol.com

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT
Debra Feole-Botts
dbotts@wowway.com

2012 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February 18 HRC Ice Breaker Symposium – Weber’s Inn, Ann Arbor

March 10 Mid-Michigan Chapter Spring Fling
Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth

June 7 HRC Board of Directors Meeting

August 8-12 AHDI Annual Convention and Expo
Indianapolis, Indiana

October 6 HRC Membership Day

December 6 HRC Annual Meeting/Installation of Officers
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Take a deep

breath – spring

is coming!
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2011 HURON RIVER CHAPTER OF AHDI

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

2011 BEGINNING BALANCE: $1,080.56

INCOME:

Membership Dues $845.00

Corporate Membership $100.00

Sale of Used Books $4.00
Ice Breaker Symposium
Registrations $2,830.00

Ice Breaker Raffles/Garage Sale $461.00

Student Day Registrations $145.00

TOTAL INCOME $4,385.00

EXPENSES:

Ice Breaker Symposium $2,153.29

Student Day $250.00

President & President Elect ACE Expenses $1,517.76

Liability Insurance $75.00

AHDI ACE Contribution $100.00

Great Lakes Region Annual Contribution $100.00
2012 Ice Breaker Deposit - Weber's
Inn $150.00

Postage $8.80

TOTAL
EXPENSES ($4,354.85)

2011 ENDING/2012 BEGINNING BALANCE: $1,110.71

Karen
Karen Butts, RMT
HRC Treasurer
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New Year Message from District 3 Director

Greetings, District 3!

I hope each of you had a
wonderful holiday season,
and I wish you the best in
the New Year!

After a busy fall within our
District, I had some time to
spend with family, get some
rest, and think about the
upcoming year. I spent
quite a bit of time catching
up on calendar entries, and
the slate already looks full.
Some of the things I will be
doing immediately are:

* Helping co-chair the ACE
2012 program committee.
* Facilitating one session for
the New Professionals
Alliance RMT study group.
* Attending the Huron River
Chapter Ice Breaker
Symposium on February 18.
* Attending and presenting
at the Mid-Michigan Chapter
Spring Fling on March 10.

On a personal level, I am
studying to take my CMT
exam in early spring, as well
as furthering my education

through continuing
education classes.

As each year comes to a
close and a New Year
begins, I try to take some
time to reflect on the past
and plan for the future. As I
make those reflections and
plans, I am always reminded
that I really have very little
control over much that
happens. I am also
reminded that the important
thing always is my attitude.
Unfortunately, we don’t
always have a lot of control
over what life and our
profession throws our way.
The one thing we do have
control over is our attitude.

In our industry, we are
experiencing continued
change, much of which we
have no control over;
however, we do have a
choice over how we think
and what we chose to do. I
have just experienced a
major change, a company
buyout and change in
employers, and I know that
each of you have your own

experiences and situations
you are facing. With each of
these comes an element of
fear about that change. I can
choose to let fear paralyze
me or let fear be a catalyst
for embracing change.

I have decided that in the
New Year I want to be a
catalyst for embracing
change in a positive way. I
want to be part of a group
that says we can help shape
our direction and our future,
and I want to be part of
helping each of you be a
catalyst for change in our
industry. I look forward to
working with each of you in
the New Year and building
new and stronger
relationships within our
region and within AHDI.

If I can be of help any way,
please contact me at
mssonger@gmail.com or 502-
640-9879.

Martha Songer, RMT
AHDI District 3 Director

From
National…

…to
Local

uron River Chapter

AHDIahdi



The Navigator - 5 - Volume 6, Issue 1

Regional Board of
Directors

PRESIDENT
________________________

PRESIDENT-ELECT
______________________

TREASURER
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Kathy Laidler, CMT, AHDI-F
(810) 252-7492
kathleen.laidler@att.net

SECRETARY
Kathleen Dominguez, CMT, AHDI-F
(248) 459-1462
kdmngz@gmail.com

The Navigator
ADVERTISING RATES

Full page $50

Half page $30

Third page $25

Quarter page $20

Business card $15

NOTE: Chapter Corporate members

receive a half-page ad in EVERY

newsletter.

THE FINE PRINT: HRC retains the right

to determine appropriateness of content of

all advertising placed in its newsletter.

HRC MEMBERSHIP
STATISTICS

Huron River Chapter has 15
membership renewals as of the

middle of January.

TIME TO SEND IN THOSE
APPLICATIONS!

Continue to receive your copy of
The Navigator for a listing of
upcoming events, and take

advantage of reduced rates on
meeting attendance.

Regional
Update

Great Lakes Region has experienced a temporary “glitch” in its operation with
the recent resignation of both Barbara Naill, President, and Carol Current,
President-Elect. The regional organization will be holding a special election
soon to fill these positions. In the meantime, Immediate Past President
Kathleen Laidler and Secretary Kathleen Dominiguez remain available to
address any professional concerns or ideas from the membership.

For information on upcoming chapter events and further regional updates, visit
greatlakesregionahdi.org
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My last editorial reported a
multitude of changes that
have occurred in the field of
medical transcription. We all
know nothing can remain
static and still grow. Our
best defense? Meet the
challenge – be willing to
learn new processes, look
for opportunities to further
our knowledge base, and
keep our minds open to new
possibilities.

Huron River Chapter will
host its third Ice Breaker
Symposium in just three
weeks. These meetings
offer the perfect chance to
mingle with others who can

advise what to expect in
technological developments,
what experience has been
gained from working with
specific programs, and
where to go for support in
the process of training.
Speakers share expertise,
vendors promote industry
trends, and peers offer net-
working opportunities.

What better offense do we
have than to meet the
challenge of changing times
well armed with current
information, appropriate
skills, eagerness to learn,
and adaptability? Hop on
board with the Huron River

Chapter crew and “Catch

the Current”! Symposium

information and registration
form can be found at the end
of this newsletter.

Rose Bledsoe, CMT, AHDI-F

Newsletter Editor

Third Annual

Ice Breaker –

Join us!!

So, What Now?

Dear Readers,

It is with both excitement and regret that I announce my intention

to step down as The Navigator newsletter editor and turn my focus to

learning the art of horse farming. My husband and I have bought 40

acres near West Branch, Michigan, and in my spare time (??) I will be

painting, hanging wallpaper, hammering nails, and burning gasoline driving

back and forth between my “real job” and our evolving dream.

PLEASE consider the opportunity to share your artistic creativity,

writing talent, or organizing skill and jump at the chance to become the

next newsletter editor. HRC needs you!

Bon voyage!

Rose Bledsoe
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Networking Through AHDI

Ever wonder:

– what are some favorite websites for researching?

– what style of headsets are preferred and why?

– how does the mentoring program work?

– what are some of the reference materials that newly credentialed RMTs
used in their preparation for the exam?

Answers to these questions and more are found in discussions on the Google
group for New Professionals Alliance of AHDI members.

** IT’S FREE – There is no fee to join, but you must be an AHDI member.

** IT’S FUN & INFORMATIVE – Whether you like to join in discussions or
just ‘lurk and learn’!

To sign up, go to the AHDI website (www.ahdionline.org), then along the top
of the website is a menu bar.

–>> Hover your mouse over “Get Connected” to see the drop box,

–>> go down to “Volunteer Central,”

–>> and click on “Alliances.”

There are a number of alliances listed there - just go down to where it reads
as follows:

New Professionals Alliance
This alliance focuses on providing essential resources, networking, and career-building
tools for up-and-coming professionals, those new to the field, and emerging leaders.
AHDI Members joining the alliance will be able to build personal and professional
connections via the Member’s Only Google Group, participate in the topics of the week
discussions, and gain access to online events and resources to help build your career
as a healthcare documentation professional.

Subscribe to New Professionals
Alliance

Email:

Visit this group

Enter your email address and click on the Subscribe button!

Any questions?
Just email Karen Moran, New Professionals Alliance at:

medtrans4u@ymail.com

Hope to see you online!
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2012 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Membership ? Renewal ? (INDICATE ONE)

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________
(please print) Last First Middle Initial

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________
Number Street Apt./Suite

_____________________________________________________________________
City State Zip

TELEPHONE (with area code): ________________________ _________________________
Home Work/Other

Best place and time to contact you? ( ) Work ( ) Home ( ) E-mail Time: ________________

EMAIL: _____________________________________________________________________________

AHDI Member: ( ) Yes ( ) No AHDI#: ______________

Certified: ( ) Yes ( ) No CMT#: _______________

Employment: ( ) Hospital/clinic ( ) Doctor’s office ( ) Service
( ) Home-based ( ) Service owner ( ) Educator
( ) Other - please describe:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dues/Membership Category: [membership through December 2012] (INDICATE ONE)

$25 CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP $20 CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP $15 STUDENT $100 CORPORATE
(NON-AHDI MEMBER) (AHDI MEMBER)

Students: Please list school/program: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make your check payable to HRC/AHDI.
Return completed form and dues payment to:

Teri Billau
3730 Fieldcrest Lane
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I am interested in working in the following area(s): ____Newsletter ___Membership ___Symposium

____Raffles ____Nominating Committee ____Board Position ____ Any or Other – Please Call Me

________________________________________________________ ______________________
Signature Date

Membership dues are nonrefundable and nontransferable.
HRC dues are not deductible as a charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes, but they may be
deductible as a business expense. The IRS requires this statement regarding deductibility of dues. State
laws may also apply.

Referred by: _________________________________________________________________________

uron River Chapter
AHDI
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uron River Chapter
AHDI

uron River Chapter
AHDI

Catch the Current

EHR

DATA CAPTURE

PHI
HIPAA

ICD-10
SPEECH RECOGNITION

HITECH

Presents

Third Annual Ice Breaker
Symposium

MEANINGFUL USE

February 18, 2012

Weber’s Inn Restaurant and Hotel
3050 Jackson Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

(734) 769-2500 / (800) 443-3050



The Navigator - 10 - Volume 6, Issue 1

2012 ICE BREAKER SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION FORM

Name *: ________________________________________ AHDI#_____________

Address: __________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________________

State, Zip: __________________________________________________________

Phone Number: (____)_____________ Email:_____________________________

* Name will appear on name tag and roster as written. Please include credentials, if desired.

Photocopies of this registration form are acceptable.

***Circle Registration Category***

Early Registration Late Registration At the Door
(postmarked by 2/7/2012)

Student ** $45 $55 $60
HRC Member $65 $70 $75
AHDI (non-HRC) Member $70 $75 $80
Other $75 $80 $85
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Registration includes lunch as well as deluxe continental breakfast.

**STUDENTS: Verification of student status is necessary. Please list institution
information here:

School/Program Instructor

Your name, address, phone number, and email address will be included on a roster of attendees unless
you initial here:

_____________ Do not include me on the meeting roster.

Make checks payable to Huron River Chapter/AHDI and send to:

Karen Butts, HRC Treasurer
2855 High Meadows Drive

Howell, MI 48843

Refund Policy: A written request for a refund must be received 10 days prior to scheduled event. A 75%
refund will be issued ONLY if request is received by February 10, 2012. No refunds will be issued for

requests received after February 13, 2012; and no refunds will be issued for no-shows.

uron River Chapter

AHDI
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MEETING PROGRAM

7:30 a.m. REGISTRATION

8:00 a.m. CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST – WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Karen Moran, RMT, Huron River Chapter President

FEATURING:

Richard Cruz, Investigator, Livingston County Medical Examiner’s Office

Julie Hill-Janeway, JD, Previous Trial Lawyer and Current Professor of Healthcare
Law (previously worked as a medical transcriptionist)

Karen Koeppe, Registered Dietitian and Diabetes Educator

ALSO:
Presentations regarding infectious diseases and geriatrics.

District 3 Director Martha Songer will be in attendance, as well.

3:00 p.m. RAFFLE AND CLOSING

Application submitted for a total of 5 CECs, approved by both AHDI and AHIMA. CM-Clinical Medicine; TW-Technology
in the Workplace; ML-Medicolegal; MTT-Medical Transcription Tools; Alt Med-Alternative Medicine

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Overnight accommodations offered by:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3050 Jackson Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

(734) 769-2500
(800) 443-3050 (for reservations)

To receive group rate, refer to Huron River Chapter /AHDI, group AHDI021812AB
BY JANUARY 31st $99 Single and Double

$109 Triple; $119 Quad
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you have questions regarding this event, or would like to provide a vendor exhibit,
please call or email Chapter President

Karen Moran
(734) 673-3340

medtrans4u@.com
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Area Attractions

Ann Arbor Hands-
On Museum

220 East Ann Street
Between Fourth Avenue and
Fifth Avenue in downtown
Ann Arbor

Michigan Stadium
1201 S. Main St., Ann Arbor

(734) 647-2583
Open Mon-Sat 9am-6pm

“The Big House”

Directions/Map
From Metro Airport - Take I-94 west toward Ann Arbor approximately
26 miles west, Exit 172 (Jackson Avenue); turn left - ½ mile

From Chicago/Kalamazoo - Take I-94 east toward Detroit/Ann Arbor.
Exit 172 (Ann Arbor); turn left into Weber's parking lot at end of exit
ramp.

From Birmingham/Farmington area - Take I-696 west to I-275 south.
Take M-14 west toward Ann Arbor. Exit at exit 2, Miller/Maple Road.
Turn left on Maple Road. Go 1½ miles to Jackson Road. Turn Right
on Jackson and go ¾ mile to Weber's.

Briarwood Mall
100 Briarwood Circle
Ann Arbor , MI 48108

Phone: (734) 761-9550


